Pilgrimages.                    117

later date than the building itself. There are four gate-
ways ; the principal one being on the east side, in front
of which is a splendid stone pillar that was brought
from the Sun Temple at Konasak. The building itself
is of the pyramidal form common in Orissa.

Besides the chief figures for whose worship the temple
was erected, there are others occupying less conspicuous
positions. On the staircase by which the pilgrims enter
are images of Siva and Ramachandra. On the right is
the Stian-Vedi, or platform on which the god is bathed
at the great festival of the Snan Jatra. Near to this is
a small pavilion in which the goddess Lakshmi is placed
to witness this ceremony; whilst on the opposite side of
the courtyard is a similar pavilion in which she sits to
welcome him on his return from his annual ride. Near
by is the room in which sacred food is cooked, and as
a covered way leads from it to the temple, it can be
carried without fear of defilement into the presence of
the god. There is also a house called Vaikuntha, the
heaven of Vishnu, in which rich pilgrims ratify their
gifts to the temple; and a place where the old and
disused images are buried.

The inner enclosure, 400 feet by 278 feet, is secured
by double walls, with a space of n feet between them,
which, in case of need, can be filled with earth to
strengthen the defence. The centre of this enclosure
is occupied with the great temple, as well as a number
of smaller shrines. The most important object to the
pilgrims is a sacred tree, under which the messenger
from Indradyumna met the keeper of the forest; but
as the tree now growing is the Vata (Ficns Indica), and
the one mentioned in the legend is the Asvattha (Ficus
religiosa), and as the present one is not more than two
Hundred years old, it cannot be the? identical tree.